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literature but they could not be said to have been gene-
rally adopted. One of these new names was Samokan
(Hi ^ |^|) the same with that used by Yuan-chuang, and
another was Si-wan (or manikin (^ ^ Jf), neither of
which seems to be explained.1 After Yuan-chuang's time
we find other names such as Sin-ssu-han (ifj Jg, ^), and
Sie-mi-ssu-kan (jj| g| Jg> ^f), and these are said to stand
for the Turkish Semez-kand meaning "Fat land."2 Siman
is another form of the word for fat and the Simankin
mentioned above may also mean Fat-Land. But Sie-mi-
ssu-kan is also interpreted as meaning Sun-Land from
Bams one of the names for the Sun in Arabic. This last
term is also given by some writers as a designation for
Tashkend rather than for Samarkand. The interpretation
already mentioned as given for the name Samarkand ap-
parently takes the Sanskrit form Samara-kanda as the
correct one. The word Samara means a concourse, a
flocking together, and Yuan-chuang's Samokan may be for
another Sanskrit word with a similar meaning viz. Sama-
gama.

An old name for the capital of this country is Siirhie
(H HO* that is> Su-hak or Sugat, supposed by some to be
for the Sogd of old writers.3 It is at least doubtful,
however, whether this was the city which afterwards became
known as Samarkand. In other Chinese writers Suhak
was only one of the royal cities of this country.4 With
these the capital has other names such as Aluti (pj jjjffc
and Pi-t'an (Pf. |g) in the Eavani land (m |g g i{|).5

Our author describes  the country of Samarkand as "being
1600 or 1700 li in circuit, greater in extent from east to west

1  Tang-shut,  ch. 221:   T'ung-chien-kang-mu  ch. 39   (T'ang T'ai
Tsung 5tb y.) where the commentator gives Si-fangffl-Tdn as the
name for Si-wan-kin.

2  See Med. Res. Vol. I. p. 76 note, p. 77, 131 and Vol. II. p. 58,
256.   See also Schuyler's Turkistan Vol. I. p. 236.

3  Ch'in-Shu, ch. 97: Sui-shu, ch. 83.  Hirth, Nachworte op. c, S. 85.
Su-lne is also given as a city of the Tashkend country.

* Ma T. 1. ch. 338.

5 Ch'ien Han-Shu ch. 96: T'ung-chien-kang-mUi ch. 4.